
Welcome
Sheridan is excited to welcome Jessica Lee, our new head of school. Her term 
begins July 1st. 

Jessica brings with her a true commitment to academic rigor, experiential learning, 
diversity, and inclusivity, and the skills to make those values manifest at Sheridan. 
She has tremendous experience as a collaborative and empowering leader and 
as an adept administrator. Her focus on building strong and trusting relationships 
with students, faculty, staff, parents, and alumni will make her an excellent guide 
for Sheridan.

Jessica is moving to DC from The Athenian School in Danville, California, where 
she is the head of middle school and assistant head of school for advancement. 
Prior to joining Athenian, Jessica was the head of the middle school at Gateway 
School in Santa Cruz, California, where she also taught algebra, geometry, 
American history, and English. Jessica holds an M.A. in independent school 
leadership from Columbia University and a B.A. in English and American literature 
from the University of California, Santa Cruz.

Over the past several months, Jessica has oriented herself to Sheridan’s programs 
and operations. In addition to working closely with Adele Paynter, our acting head 
of school, and the Board of Trustees, Jessica has visited the Sheridan campus 
and has spent time in classrooms, 
experiencing and absorbing our 
unique culture.

During and after her visits, Jessica 
was impressed by our skilled 
faculty and staff and she 
noted how enthusiastic 
Sheridan students are 
about learning.

“Sheridan is a wonderful 
school that reflects many 
of the very best practices in 
progressive education. I’m 
looking forward to partnering 
with the faculty, parents, 
and students so we can 
build on this foundation and 
make Sheridan an even more 
exemplary place for students to 
learn and grow.” 

Already showing their Washington spirit, 
Jessica’s family will live in Northwest Washington. Her older son, 
Ryan, will start college this fall on the East Coast, while her younger son, Liam, will 
join Sheridan’s Class of  2017. Jessica’s husband, Steven, is an educator himself  and an 
experienced diversity practitioner. 
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Craig Haggerty
For more than 22 years, Craig Haggerty has occupied 

a respected place in the middle school math 
department here at Sheridan School. 

During those two decades, she’s taught 
more than 1,100 students and spent 
upwards of 6,600 hours in the 
classroom. And that doesn’t even 
begin to cover the grading, assessing, 
reviewing, and prepping for class 

she’s done. By any accounting, that’s 
a whole lot of math. Between 2001 and 

2003, Craig left Sheridan for a short stint 
crunching numbers and doing other people’s taxes. But, 
she readily admits, she missed the kids too much. So 
she returned to Sheridan and here she’s 
been ever since. 

To be perfectly honest, Craig 
says, she’s loved almost every 
minute of it. OK, there were 
the years back in 1989 to 1990 
when her office space was the 
old phone booth (the 12 x 4 
foot closet that now houses the 
computer servers). In those days, she 
brought her materials to the classrooms on a 
cart. Talking about those days, as kids’ voices 
filter up from the playground outside her new state-
of-the-art classroom, she smiles. “When I first started 
here, I used to push my cart of math stuff between 
homerooms. One day, one of the aftercare staff stopped 
me to say how nice he thought it was that the teachers 
had someone delivering them coffee every afternoon.” 
Craig breaks into the easy laugh that so many of her 
students recall. “He thought I was the teachers’ coffee 
lady. So you see,” she says, “I’ve been called many things 
at Sheridan. Even the coffee lady.”

Sheridan has been a kind of second home 
to her. But lest you be lulled into thinking 

that integers, fractions, quadratic 
equations, polynomials, and matrices 
are all that have occupied Craig’s time 

all these years, 
here are a 
few more 
numbers to 
consider. She’s 
a wife of 36 
years, and the 
mother of two 
boys, Tom and Pat. 
She is also smitten 
with her two-year-old 
grandson, Jackson. She not 
only raised her two boys while teaching Sheridan kids, 
but she also taught eight kids of faculty members, 
worked under three heads of school, and seen her share 
of changes. But what she loves most about Sheridan is 
the way kids keep you laughing. In addition to all those 
math lessons, she’s added up quite a few numbers 
outside the classroom, as well. She’s trekked hundreds 
of miles, both here and in Europe, run, biked, and 
swum countless miles in biathlons, triathlons, 
and marathons, but always, she has come home to 

Sheridan.

Colleagues and students agree, Craig is one of the 
nicest teachers they’ve ever known. For Alvin Figer, 
who joined Sheridan’s faculty in 2012, 
the 2014–15 school year was his 
first year co-teaching with 
Craig. “She’s fun to work 
with,” he says, “because she’s 
taught math for so long she 
knows how to reach kids 
of all ages.” She’s certainly 
not above using funny voices, 
or silly anecdotes—all with 
mathematical themes, of course—
to get a point across, no matter how 
seemingly circuitous the lesson. Somehow, she just 
knows how to relate to her students. 

Over the years, she’s taught 4th and 5th graders, and 
7th and 8th graders, but she’s never let the teaching 
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Meet Our New 
Director of 
Advancement!
We have exciting news! Soon, the Development Office 
will have a new name and a new person leading it. In 
July, Maureen Minehan will join our staff as Director of 
Advancement. Her job? To help us raise the money we need 
to carry out our priorities and to help us build and maintain 
lifelong connections with everyone in the Sheridan community, 
past and present. 

Maureen brings a wealth 
of development and 
communications experience 
to the table, as well as a deep 
understanding of Sheridan’s 
mission and culture. Last year, 
Maureen was the Director 
of Advancement at Grace 
Episcopal Day School, where 
her leadership there was 
described as nothing less than 
“transformative.” 

Maureen has a long history of volunteerism at Sheridan. As 
a member of the Board of Trustees, she has co-led strategic 
planning efforts, and she has been an important voice in 
advocating for defining our development efforts as a school 
and keeping them mission-aligned. Maureen has also been 
a proponent of transparency and partnership, and she has 
thoroughly enjoyed co-chairing this year’s Philanthropy Task 
Force, which has given her great insights into the hopes and 
dreams of our community. She currently serves on the board’s 
development, diversity and executive committees. She also co-
chaired the 2012 Auction, Sheridan Rocks! 

Perhaps most importantly, Maureen is the mother of Thomas 
(4th) and Nora (3rd). She is committed to ensuring that all 
that we love about Sheridan is preserved for generations to 
come and that we have the resources to continue to make 
Sheridan an example of innovative, student-centered learning. 

Jessica Lee is excited to have a partner in the Advancement 
work who has such a clear vision of the school’s mission, as 
well as a deep understanding of the ins and outs of our past 
development efforts; this guarantees that Sheridan will be able 
to hit the ground running at full capacity next fall.

Maureen will end her term on the board at the end of this 
school year, and she will begin her development work on July 
1st. Please join us in welcoming Maureen to this new position; 
she is eager to partner with each of you to make Sheridan the 
best it can be. 

of math become routine. Craig’s work habits and 
dedication to the kids shine through in everything she 
does. 

This comes through loud and clear when talking to her 
students, past and present. Zoe Evans 

a current 5th grader, beams when 
asked about learning math with 

Craig. “One thing I can say 
about Ms. Haggerty is that 
she’s really supportive. If you’re 
stuck on something, she doesn’t 
make a big deal about it. She’ll 

work with you until you get 
it.” An alumus seconded that, 

saying, “I remember her always being 
willing to stay late or meet at lunch until you grasped 
a concept.” And, current 8th grader Nina DeCola says, 
“She’s an amazing teacher.” 

While families and graduates 
have come and gone over the 
years, three constants that 
both parents and kids have 
been able to rely on in the 
Sheridan math department are 
Craig’s professionalism, sense 
of humor, and dedication, 
which, year in and year out, 
have raised the learning of 
math at Sheridan to the nth 
degree. 

Taught 

8 
children of

FACULTY

SHERIDAN SCHOOL OWL DAYS  |  MAY 2015 3



Reflecting on her first year of high school at 
Georgetown Day School, Asha Yates ’14 smiles. “I love 
it,” she says, without hesitation. “For me, the transition 
wasn’t hard. The 8th grade [Sheridan] teachers really 
prep you for the workload and expectations in high 
school, so by the time I got here, it was easier than I 
thought it would be.” 

For Asha, Georgetown Day School was a natural fit. 
She loves the closeness of the community (something 
she valued tremendously at Sheridan), as well as the 
independence and freedom of the campus. 

This year has been a whirlwind for Asha. She has 
thrown herself wholeheartedly into her academics (she 
loves English and history), joined the GDS Spirit Team, 
and also immersed herself in the arts. A dancer and 
singer, Asha takes acting classes, sings with the GDS 
choir, and dances for one of their student-led & student 
choreographed dance groups, Fata Morgana. Outside of 
school, Asha still dances competitively with Hype the 
Company at Joy of Motion in DC. In fact, this spring 
she was one of the backup dancers for Estelle (British 
hip hop legend and now Empire-famous actor) at the 
Cherry Blossom Festival. 

Throwing herself wholeheartedly into everything wasn’t 
always in Asha’s nature: she credits her willingness 
to take risks and to try new things with her time at 
Sheridan. “Sheridan really gave me an appreciation for 
stretching myself, and I didn’t really appreciate all of 
that until I left.” Laughing, Asha admits that as much 
as she dreaded her time at Mountain Campus, it was 
experiences like the ones she had there (“shaking on 

the top of the Leap of Faith” or “clinging onto Eliana 
as we made their way across the Giant’s Ladder”) that 
made her comfortable with being uncomfortable, and 
occupying the space is where all great learning and 
growth occurs.

Asha also credits Sheridan with helping her become 
open-minded and aware of stereotypes and injustices: 
“Sheridan is such an inclusive place in the sense that 
everyone in the community is seen as equal and free 
to be whoever they want to be. That’s a lesson that 
I’ve really taken to heart and now I see injustices and 
stereotypes everywhere—on TV, in music, in school, and 
I notice how different groups of people are treated.” 

Continuously creating the same sense of safety and 
community she came to expect through her time at 
Sheridan—and now at GDS—is important to Asha. 
“One piece of advice I’d give the 8th graders is that the 
world is not as safe and inclusive as Sheridan . . . but we 
can also work to make that change.”

HIGHLIGHTS

8th Grade Musical: Beauty and the Beast (directed by  
Mr. Walker and Ms. Garcia de Mendoza)

8th Grade Debate Topic: Media censorship

Favorite Class: Music and Writing Workshop (“I miss 
creative writing!”)

Best thing about Sheridan: You make really close friends 
for life

One thing you’d change about Sheridan: I’d give the 8th 
graders a little bit more freedom, especially after school. By 
the end of the year, they’re ready for it!
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When asked what he’s been up to in his post-Sheridan 
days, Jonathan Tatum ’03 laughs: “I feel like I have been 
a student forever.” And he has! After graduating from 
Georgetown Prep in 2007, Jonathan attended Tufts 
University, where he played two years of Division III 
baseball and balanced a heavy course load. A double 
major, Jonathan studied psychology and Latin.

During his senior year, Jonathan’s interests—health, 
nutrition, fitness and psychology—coalesced, and he 
decided to pursue a career in medicine. He took a 
post-baccalaureate year to finish his pre-med classes 
and spent time working with elementary and middle 
school kids in Northeast and Southeast DC, teaching 
nutrition—an experience he said made him appreciate 
his Sheridan education a whole lot more. “I taught in 
parts of DC that weren’t too far away from Sheridan, 
and it was such a different world. It made me really 
grateful for what Sheridan offered—the small class 
sizes, the individual attention, the creativity (and fun!) 
of my teachers and the huge amount of support we all 
got . . . from our teachers, our parents, and the whole 
community. Everyone was willing to give so much as a 
community, and it really benefited us all.” 

Now a first year medical student at Tulane University, 
Jonathan is interested in giving back himself. In his 
new home, New Orleans, he spends time tutoring and 
working with families at a local clinic. His long-term 
goal is to work with underserved communities as an 
internist or family physician.

When asked what advice he would give to our current 
8th graders, Jonathan said, “I would like them to know 

that you have more control over your happiness than 
you think you do. You have to find what makes you 
happy and find ways to stay connected to that.” For 
Jonathan, that means making time for music. He still 
plays in a rock band, a tradition that started way back 
in his Sheridan days! Jonathan, along with his younger 
brother, Robert, and Owen Wuerker, started a Sheridan 
rock band that played everything from Sublime and 
Hendrix to Nirvana and Zeppelin. “My live debut was 
actually at the Sheridan talent show, and, come to think 
of it, it was probably the biggest venue I’ve ever played.”

Looking back, Jonathan says that his experiences at 
Sheridan still influence who he is today. Initially, he 
noticed that Sheridan’s small size made him “expect a lot 
more out of his teachers and professors.” He expected 
to have a personal relationship with his teachers, which 
served him well in high school and beyond. The most 
important impact, however, was on who he has become 
as a person. “At Sheridan, the classes were so small that 
you had to figure out how to be friendly with everyone 
in the class, or it wouldn’t be a good experience for 
anyone. That taught me a lot, and even now, I see the 
value in making connections with lots of different kinds 
of people—both in a school setting and also in life. I 
think that mentality continues to benefit me.”

HIGHLIGHTS

8th Grade Musical: Peter Pan (directed by Ms. Stratigos and 
Ms. Garcia de Mendoza)

8th Grade Debate Topic: Legalization of marijuana 
(negative side)

Favorite Class: PE with Mr. Powell and recess

Best thing about Sheridan: The curriculum and teachers—
they were so creative and fun!

One thing you’d change about Sheridan: I know this 
will sound cheesy but I wouldn’t want to change much of 
anything. I really believe that. I am happy with where I am 
now and everything adds up and has helped me be who I 
am today, Sheridan included.
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Elena Vazquez ’10 didn’t waste a minute of her 
freshman year at Yale University. Admitted into the 
competitive Directed Studies Program (a survey of 
the Western canon), Elena is taking a heavy load of 
humanities classes (philosophy, history/politics and 
literature) along with introductory economics. 

The real benefits, as Elena found out, were the intangibles: 
amazing professors, a heavy emphasis on writing that 
taught her how to write efficiently and effectively, and 
small, intimate class sizes. Elena is also an editor for the 
Yale Review of International Studies, a publication that 
includes essays on contemporary international relations 
issues, as well as smaller opinion pieces.

Looking ahead, Elena may apply to Yale’s Ethics, 
Politics, and Economics program, or pursue a double 
major in philosophy and political science. Her goal is 
to explore issues she cares deeply about and make an 
impact on the communities in which she works. 

As an example, through her involvement with the Yale 
College Democrats, Elena worked in support of the 
Dream Act in the Connecticut General Assembly to 
ensure that students who fall under this law become 
eligible for state-sponsored financial aid. Elena is also an 
active member of the Yale Refugee Project and is paired 
up with a newly-arrived refugee to help the student 
with her transition to the United States. For Elena, the 
relationship has been a fulfilling one — she feels she has 
gotten as much as she has given. 

Elena’s Sheridan experiences have stayed with her and 
formed her as a student and a person. As a student, 
Elena credits Sheridan with her work ethic and growth-

mindedness. In fact, she said it was the after school 
program that taught her how to organize her time, 
complete assignments and develop solid study skills. 
Many of us still remember the Class of 2010’a “study 
club,” which was renowned for both having fun and 
getting their work done! 

Elena also appreciates that Sheridan helped her learn 
who she was as a person and a student. “It made me 
aware of how my brain works, how I study best, and 
what things make me happy.” This growth-mindedness 
served her well in her transitions to high school (Maret) 
and college. “When things got hard (and they always 
will!), I didn’t panic or overly worry about grades. I just 
reflected and focused on learning a lot, figuring out the 
areas I needed to improve in and working harder.” 

Elena says that Sheridan’s values also influenced the 
choices she has made, particularly in choosing schools 
for herself, “I remember thinking one school might have 
more opportunities or a cool program, but I was really 
focused on being in a place that I would be happy and 
that would encourage me to grow. Sheridan helped me 
think in that way and be aware of where I would thrive.”

Her advice to our middle schoolers is quintessential 
Elena,: “First, don’t listen to anything I’ve said about 
college. Please don’t care about that right now — just 
focus on enjoying this part of our journey. You’re in a 
small, awesome, loving community —enjoy that —and 
remember that life keeps getting better. I think it’s 
important to remember to be grateful for what you have, 
keep perspective when you’re upset with something and 
try to be an optimistic person. The world needs that.” 

HIGHLIGHTS

8th Grade Musical: Annie (I was an orphan who said, “Oh 
my goodness” a million times.)

8th Grade Debate Topic: Needle dispensaries for drug 
users (the affirmative)

Favorite Class: 8th grade Social Studies

Best thing about Sheridan: The community. Everyone was 
always rooting for me.

One thing you’d change about Sheridan: That is so 
difficult! If I had to change one thing, I’d have made the 
Mountain Campus experience a little less rugged and a little 
shorter every year!
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Elena Vazquez ’10
Elena with classmate Gabo Sosa-Ebert
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CLASS NOTES

1971
LIZ AUGUSTINE retired early after 30 
years in the software industry (coding, 
technical writing, project managing). 
She now volunteers a lot of her time, 
primarily as a tax preparer in the winter 
and as the adoptions coordinator of a 
small cat shelter. She has been married 
to a delightful man for more than 10 
years (together for 23), and they have 
three cats. They love to travel. Their 
next trip is to Cuba for an immersion in 
visual arts, music, and dance.

ANDY SELINGER is enjoying a 
new challenge as chairman of The 
Department of Family Medicine at 
Frank H Netter MD School of Medicine, 
Quinnipiac University, a brand-new 
medical school in Connecticut. Building 
a department, developing student 
interest, and encouraging community-
based family physicians has been 
rewarding, but very challenging. 
“Primary Care is finally getting the 
recognition for the important place in 
healthcare delivery that it deserves,” 
says Andy.

1984
BRIAN FOX works in the San 
Francisco Unified School District 
building community schools that 
support student success and 
community development. It is important 
work with people he loves.

After years and years away doing 
different things, STEFANIE STARK now 
spends a lot of time at Sheridan. She 
lives in Bethesda with her husband and 
two children, who are current Sheridan 
students in 5th and 1st grades, and 
she serves on the school’s Board of 
Trustees. According to Stefanie, “the 

school is the same in that it’s in the 
same location and still small with one 
class per grade (and Mrs. Miller is 
still a teacher!) but it’s also different 
and better!!!!” She really loves the 
memories she has from the “olden 
days” and watching her kids make 
their own. She feels lucky to have this 
connection with our small little school 
that for her is the one she holds most 
dear (beating out high school, college, 
and grad school). While the school’s 
progressive approach is less traditional 
than it was when she was a student, 
she thinks Sheridan is “amazing and a 
wonderful community where the joy of 
learning runs deep.”

1986
LAURA (TANTISUNTHORN) LAFAVE 
lives in Minneapolis with her husband, 
Mike, and three children: Desmond 
(14), Gus (11), and Addie (7). She 
is an endocrinologist and also helps 
coach and manage her kids’ soccer 
teams. The LaFave family returns to 
the DC area whenever possible to visit 
Laura’s parents and two of her siblings 
who also attended Sheridan.

1987
DEENA FOX (GIFT) is enjoying living 
in Michigan, her husband’s home state 
(they live not far from his family). 
She is a principal at Rossetti, an 
architectural firm.

1993
JONATHAN CHANANIE and his wife, 
Suzanne, welcomed their second baby 
in January, 2014. He joined his big 
brother, Matthew, who is almost three 
years old.

1994
BEN FITZPATRICK lives in Sydney, 
Australia, with his wife, Irena, whom he 
met and fell in love with while living in 
a rural town in Cambodia. He enjoys 
his job in digital marketing and just 
joined the Sydney baseball league!

JUSTIN MANLY has been married 
to his wife Emily (who he met at 
Dartmouth) for 10 years. They have 
two kids, Eliza (3) and Canon (21 
months), and he is a partner with The 

Alumni Briefs

Looking back at the nine years my sons, Ben and Brian, spent 
at Sheridan, I realize what a wonderful little school it was. You 
entered the school and the boys would get hugs and kisses. There 
was warmth, nurturing. There was continuity. Ben introduced his 
week-old little brother, Brian, to his classmates in second grade. 
Both boys were taught to stand on their own two feet. Not only did 
they learn the fundamentals, they learned to believe in themselves 
and to have their voices heard. Looking back, Sheridan was a 
wonderful experience not only for the boys but for the family.

~SUSY GODA, alumni parent

SHERIDAN SCHOOL OWL DAYS  |  MAY 2015 7



Boston Consulting Group where he 
spends most of his time working with 
consumer goods companies.

1997
SARAH RIDDLEBERGER JONES 
lives in Freeport, ME where she is an 
attorney. She gave birth to Robinson 
McIlhenny Jones in June 2014.

1999
DAVID WARREN graduated from 
Edmund Burke School in 2003 and 
Hofstra in 2007. David currently 
lives in Bethesda, MD with his wife, 
Courtney, and son, Jackson (10). He 
works in sales for the FDA News.

2001
JAMES RIDDLEBERGER will finish 
medical school at Tulane in May 2015 
and is applying for residencies in family 
medicine.

2003
STUART WARREN graduated from 
Edmund Burke School in 2007 
and Guilford College in 2011. He 
taught middle school sex education 
in Louisville, KY, and worked as a 
teacher’s aide at Ivymount in Bethesda, 
MD. Stuart has stayed connected to 
Sheridan, working in our aftercare 
and CASA programs. He is currently 
working towards a master’s in social 
work at Catholic University.

2004
BEN WINSTON graduated from Walt 
Whitman High School and went on 
to Washington University in St. Louis. 
He graduated with a major in political 
science and psychology in 2012 and 
then joined the Feldman Group, a 
strategic political polling and research 
firm. He is currently working in the 
same field for Greenberg, Quinlan 
and Rosner Research. Ben lives very 
happily in downtown DC and plays 
soccer as much as he can. 

2006
JOSEPH BARLIA graduated from 
Landon in 2010 and Rhodes 
College in 2014. He has a degree in 
psychology and is currently working 
as a trainer at Balance Gym in 
Washington, DC. He has also come 
back to his alma mater to coach; this 
year, he was the assistant varsity 
basketball coach and the assistant 
baseball coach at Sheridan.

LUCY COOPER attended the 
University of Vermont; she lives in 
Burlington, VT.

2007
JESSIE GERSON is a recent graduate 
of Dartmouth College. She has had a 
busy and fun four years. Jessie majored 
in government and minored in Spanish. 
She spent a semester studying in 
Argentina, which was a highlight. Jessie 
has pursued her interest in women’s 
issues and public service through 
several summer internships. This fall, 
she will be in NYC and will work at the 
Manhattan DA’s office in the sex crimes 
unit. 

FORREST GOLDSTEN is going to 
Europe for three weeks this summer 
after graduating from Skidmore 
College.

2008
ADRIENNE BARLIA graduated 
from Bullis in 2012 and is currently 
attending Boston University. She is 
studying economics and spent a 
semester in London.

ETHAN PORTER is attending Beloit 
College.

2009
SAM COOPER is attending the 
University of Arizona.

SOPHIE EMERY is attending 
Georgetown University and will spend 
her junior year studying in France. 

2010
JAMES BARLIA graduated from Bullis 
in 2014 and is studying business at 
Tulane University. 

JUSTIN JARVIS is attending Indiana 
University and enjoying Bloomington. 
His interest is in sports marketing/
management. 

RHETT STUART graduated from 
Georgetown Day School in 2014 and 
is attending Emory University. He is 
playing Division III baseball and is a 
pitcher for the Eagles.

At Sheridan, learning came alive. I remember we studied 
medieval history with Alex Clain, and we made tapestries and 
shields and created a giant bridge in the entrance of our classroom 
(we couldn’t close the door for weeks!). That learning has stuck 
with me to this day. Another highlight was when we went to New 
York to see Mr. Helfand’s (8th grade teacher) father perform in the 
orchestra at Radio City Music Hall. Our teachers did an incredible 
job of bringing the outside world into the classroom.”. 

~LIZ AUGUSTINE ’71
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BRIAN WINSTON has had four great 
years at GDS after graduating from 
Sheridan. He will attend Washington 
University in St. Louis in the fall. Brian 
has had two passions these past 
years—tennis and piano, both of which 
he has excelled at. He hopes to play 
tennis in college. This summer he will 
be a counselor at CASA at Sheridan.

2012
MICHAEL ELLICK is a student at The 
Field School in DC. Last year, he was 
the recipient of the Self Discovery 
Award, which is one of only three 
awards given annually. In 2014, 
Michael spent a week doing community 
service, preparing food, making crafts, 
and spending time with the homeless 
population in DC. This year, he interned 
with Street Sense in Bethesda, and, 
as a result of this experience, is 
considering pursuing a communications 
degree in college.

MAX JARVIS is a hard-working student 
at St. Albans. In his free time, he 
created a clothing line called Truth and 
sells T-shirts and sweatshirts through 
his website (truthclothing.bigcartel.
com) and on ebay. 

2013
FRANKIE DECOLA is attending 
Georgetown Day School. He is running 
for GDS on the cross country and 
winter/spring track and field teams. 
He is working hard and enjoying life 
as a high school student, and still in 
touch with and thinking about Sheridan 
friends. 

RACHEL GREENBERGER is doing 
very well at Edmund Burke School. 
She sings in the school’s Advanced 
Chorus, which won a competition in 
Williamsburg, VA, in April. She will 
be working for CASA this summer at 
Sheridan.

On February 22nd, 2015, KARIS 
FELTON won her first state pageant 
title, Miss Jr. Teen Maryland United 
States 2015! She has now qualified 
as a state finalist to compete for the 
national title, Miss Jr. Teen United 
States. The pagent will be held in 
Washington, DC, this summer during 
the week of July 4th. Karis is super 
excited to have been honored with this 
experience and hopes to inspire others 
to follow their dreams like she did! 

WILL MCCORMICK is attending GDS, 
and he is a cartoonist for the school 
newspaper, Augur BIt.

EDDIE SCOTT is attends Gonzaga and 
plays on their varsity basketball team. 
He currently has offers from George 
Mason and Rice.

2014
AVERY ADOMAITIS is thoroughly 
enjoying the high school experience 
at Georgetown Day School. This 
summer, she is reuniting with Sheridan 
alumni, Stokley and Kate, at Space 
Camp. Avery remembers the fun of the 
Jennifer Paul Debates at the end of the 
school year.

BEN EMERY joined the St Albans crew 
team and can be found rowing on the 
Potomac most days.

HELEN WARREN graduated from 
Edmund Burke School in 2014 and 
is attending the Pratt Institute in 
Brooklyn, NY, studying painting and 
drawing.

2011
PHINNEY EMERY attended St Albans 
and is moving to UT Austin to be a 
Longhorn. 

ALEX GERSON has enjoyed his time 
at Potomac. Since his freshman year, 
he has played varsity tennis, and last 
year, his team won the Virginia State 
Championship. Alex has been active 
in an organization at Potomac where 
each Sunday in the fall and spring the 
students work with autistic children 
and teach them to play tennis. As a 
senior, Alex was a co-leader of the 
program. In addition, Alex participated 
in Model Congress. Alex will be 
attending Washington University in 
St. Louis along with two of his former 
Sheridan classmates, Brian Winston 
and Aaron Mermelstein. 

LIAM GOLDSTEN graduated from 
Maret this year and is excited to 
attend Tufts University in the fall. Liam 
will return to Sheridan this summer, 
working in our CASA program. 

CAITLIN GROGAN is graduated from 
Washington International School, in the 
IB program. She received high honors 
all four years. She will attend the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison as a 
pre-med/biology major.

EMILIA KASLOW-ZIEVE has enjoying 
her high school years at Georgetown 
Day School and is excited for the 
journey ahead!

GRACE PHILLIPS graduated from 
Georgetown Day School this spring 
and will head to the University of 
Virginia in the fall. This summer, you 
can find her at Georgetown Cupcake! 

KYRA WILLIAMS, a graduate of 
Phelps Architecture, Construction 
and Engineering High School, will 
be attending Hampton University 
in Virginia. Kyra plans to study 
architecture.

It’s not an exaggeration when I say that Sheridan is the 
absolute best educational experience I’ve ever had. Working 
there and being a part of the Sheridan community restored 
my faith in education and I haven’t veered from it since.  

~NOAH HARTMAN, alumni teacher
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DANNY OTTEMAN is enjoying the 
Field School. Danny made the varsity 
soccer team as a freshman. He also 
took advantage of Field’s unique 
winter internship program and did an 
Outward Bound course in the Florida 
Everglades. He has continued his focus 
on the electric guitar. This summer, 
Danny plans to visit Colombia, climb 
peaks in Colorado, and play in a soccer 
tournament in Scotland. 

STOKLEY VOLTMER attends St. 
Albans where he is enjoying running 
cross country and track.

ASHA YATES is loving Georgetown 
Day School. She has made new 
good friends, but is still close to her 
Sheridan classmates. This spring, she 
performed in the Cherry Blossom 
Festival Parade with British singer 
Estelle (American Boy, Something Good, 
Empire Show) with her dance company 
(Hype: The Company, Joy of Motion), 
and in one of GDS’s student-run dance 
performances. This summer, she is 
hoping to work in the performing arts 
as part of the mayor’s summer youth 
employment program.

FACULTY/STAFF 
NOTES
JASON COX (art teacher, 1999–
2012) is about to complete a PhD in 
the Department of Arts Administration, 
Education and Policy at Ohio State 
University. He is this year’s recipient of 
the Barkan Fellowship, which goes to 
a PhD student based on the strength 
of the first three chapters of his/
her dissertation. His article, “Role-
Playing Games in Arts Research and 
Education” was published last October 
in IJEtA.

NOAH HARTMAN (6th grade 
homeroom, 2004–2006) has three 
children of and is the head of school 
at Cohen Hillel Academy, a small 
independent Jewish school north of 
Boston. In July, his family is moving to 
Chicago where he will begin a new 
headship at Bernard Zell Anshe Emet 
Day School.

FRANCESCA JANDASEK 
(kindergarten teacher, 2002–2013)
lives in Altadena, CA, with her fiancé 
and cat. She opened a gyrotonic studio 
(Source Studio, Altadena) and also 

teaches for the Orange County School 
for the Arts in the dance department 
(teaching dance and gyrokinesis and 
choreographing original works). In June 
and July, Francesca is performing in 
Los Angeles. She also choreographed 
and appeared in a film, Her Tango, 
which is in the final production stages. 
Francesca is enjoying the sunshine 
and new friends, but she misses her 
Sheridan family. You can keep in touch 
with her through her website, www.
francescajandasek.com/.

RINAT MANHOFF (6th grade 
homeroom teacher, 2000–2006) 
teaches 8th grade humanities at 
Prospect Sierra School in El Cerrito, 
CA. She lives in Oakland with her dogs, 
Wally and Mille (yes, Wally is still alive 
and well). Her 2 1/2 year old niece is 
the highlight of her life. 

Starting in July, MICHAEL POWELL 
(apprentice teacher, 2011–2012) 
will be teaching at Maret School in 
the humanities department. He taught 
and coached at McDonogh School for 
two years and is also a PhD student at 
the University of Maryland Baltimore 
County.

After finishing up the fall 2014 
Mountain Campus trips, JOE 
SPRENKLE (Mountain Campus 
instructor, 2012–2014) took some 
time off to get married to his now wife, 
Kristen. They met at summer camp 
when they were 10 years old and 12 
years old respectively and connected 
again post-college. They were married 
at that camp’s chapel on October 
11th. Kristen and Joe live in Pittsburgh, 
and Joe works at an outdoor education 
center. This summer, he’ll be directing 
a technology camp at Carnegie Mellon 
University.

Since leaving Sheridan, LENI 
STRATIGOS YOUNG (music teacher, 
2002–2005) earned her master’s in 
special education at The University 
of West Florida and she has been 
teaching special education for several 
years. She married her husband, 
Jed, in 2007; since then, they have 
been stationed in Detroit and New 
Jersey with the Coast Guard. They are 

Color! Everywhere! As soon as 
you walk through Sheridan’s front 
doors you are struck by bright, 
bold reds and greens, rich purples 
and blues, and sunny oranges and 
yellows. From kids’ artworks on the 
walls of the classrooms, and the 
unique displays teachers create on 
the bulletin boards, to the murals 
on the playground, and of course 

the Legacy Blocks in the stairwells and art room, Sheridan is 
bursting with color. 

For many alumni, images of brightly painted windows, all 
around the building, stand out when they think back on their 
days at Sheridan’s 36th Street campus.
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COLLEGE CHOICES
Bates College (2)
Elon University (2)
Emory University
Georgetown University
Hampton University
Syracuse University (2)
Tufts University (2)
Tulane University
Union College
University of Delaware
University of Maryland
University of Miami
University of Texas at Austin
University of Vermont
University of Virginia (2)
University of Wisconsin-Madison
Washington University at St Louis (2)

CLASS OF 2011  |  Rebecca Berger  |  Julia Berley  |  Celia Boltansky  |  
Nathaniel Burn  |  Erin Cohn  |  Phinney Emery  |  Adam Fingerhut  |  Alex Gersen  
|  Liam Goldsten  |  Caitlin Grogan  |  Ariella Grosse  |  Didac Hormiga  Emilia 
Kaslow-Zieve  |  Sydney Klaiman  |  Marin Lebowitz  |  Jack Lustig  |  Grace 
Phillips  |  Eliza Shocket  |  Shayna Solomon  |  Sam Stone  |  Kyra Williams  |  
Brian Winston  |  Kayla Friedlander

These soon-to-be high 
school graduates left 
Sheridan just four short 
years ago and are now 
on their way to an 
impressive list of  colleges 
and universities in their 
journey as life-long 
learners. Congratulatsions 
to all! 

THE Class of 2011 IS COLLEGE-BOUND

currently stationed in Kodiak, Alaska, 
with their three children, Ivi (6), Niko 
(4), and Wren (19 months). 

IN MEMORIAM
ALEX CLAIN 
This winter the Sheridan community 
lost beloved former teacher, Alex 
Clain-Stefanelli. Alex will always be 
remembered for his tireless efforts in 
our drama program. His commitment 
to creating a community in his 
classroom through outdoor trips played 
a large role in Sheridan’s purchase 
of the Mountain Campus in the early 
1970s. His enduring relationships 
with his students, his sense of humor, 
thoughtfulness, and boundless 
enthusiasm for life and learning 
keep his memory alive in the hearts 
of our alumni. After Sheridan, Alex 
taught at Maret and Browne Academy. 
His legacy lives on in the smiles, 
challenges, successes, and love of the 
outdoors that many alumni cherish 
from their time at Sheridan.

JOHN REILLY 
Last summer, John Reilly, former 
Sheridan trustee and parent of alumni 
Sarah and Katie, passed away.  John’s 
commitment to Sheridan on multiple 
levels prompted the school to dedicate 
the newest wing of the building to 
him. The wing, which houses state of 
the art spaces for the teaching and 
learning of music, art, and science, 
and includes the gymnasium and stage 
space, could not have come about 
without his inspiring leadership. His 
legacy of compassion, generosity, 
and love live on in the memories of 
the Sheridan families and friends his 
life touched. His gifts to Sheridan 
continue to inspire us, as we revel in 
the learning and joy that takes place 
each day in the building that John was 
instrumental in bringing to completion.
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Dinah Benaka  |  Zoe Brauchl  |  Alex Calabrese  |  Luke Colella  |  Wilson Coles  
Nina DeCola  |  Barratt Dewey  |  Bubu Ebert  |  Matt Goodman  |  Emerson 
Hemley  |  Izzy Kallen  |  Emma Kay  |  Jordyn Lemer  |  Connor McCormick   |  
Leah Melrod  |  Aves Mocek  |  Shonali Palacios  |  Antony Patrinos  |  Sofia 
Pereira  |  Piper Resch  |  Jonah Rosenberg  |  Ben Varney  |  Jackson Velli  |  
Sophie Warshauer    

Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School
Bullis School (2)
Edmund Burke School
DeMatha Catholic High School
The Field School (2)
Georgetown Day School (8)
The Madeira School (2)
Sidwell Friends School (2)
St. Albans School (2)
St. John’s College High School
Stone Ridge School of the Sacred Heart
Woodrow Wilson High School

Congratulations to the Class of 2015!
Presenting our newest 
alumni and their school 
choices. Members of  the 
Class of  2015 are going 
to an impressive array of  
schools, and we wish them 
happy trails on their new 
adventure.
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