
Have you ever wondered why we receive several versions of communication 
alerting us to a day off?  

 
Do you know where Sheridan gets all of your contact information? 

 
 
All these answers and more were learned at Tuesday's Parent Association (PA) meeting. It was so great to 
see so many people in the World Room and for those of you that were unable to attend, here is a bit more 
information on what you might have missed. 
 
[For those curious, Sheridan tests their emergency alert system when sending reminders of days off using 
the contact information that we input into TADS so make sure TADS is correct and up-to-date!] 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Maureen Minehan, Director of Development, discussed communications at Sheridan. With the help of the 
Sheridan community, last year's Communication Task Force came up with some important information.  
 
1. News and Notes is the primary form of communication for the School so make sure to read it each week 
or go directly to the blog at http://www.sheridanschool.org/blog/ 
 
2. Very shortly a password protected Families tab will go live on the website. This tab will include all 
information thought to be of interest to parents. After school information, Holiday closings, the Family Photo 
Books, Volunteer opportunities, etc. can all be found here. Since it is new, however, please provide your 
feedback so that it can be as helpful as possible for you. 
 
COUNSELING 
 
Phyllis Fagell, School Counselor, discussed her role in the school.  
 
1. Support for the children both in and out of the classroom. She will be doing quick meet and greets with all 
of the children so they feel comfortable dropping by to discuss any concern they might have. She is there to 
help them problem solve, work things out with a friend, or just have a place to cool off/recenter themselves. 
They will also know anything said with her is confidential so parents will not be informed unless she feels the 
need for you to know. 
 
2. Support for the families. Let Phyllis know if there is something going on within the family that she can help 
with. Are their changes in your family structure, social changes you want to discuss or anger management 
that you want to address. If she cannot help, she will support you by leading you somewhere you can get the 
appropriate help. 
 
3.  The schedule for the Parent Education Nights was provided. You can find a link here for all of them. The 
first meeting will be on November 2 and geared toward helping the parents of 4-8 graders learn "Why my 
child won't listen to me". K-3, if you are looking to foster independence in your child, you should mark your 
calendar for November 30. All programs will be held in the World Room (WR) at 5:30pm. Check out the 
other programs as well. 
 
EMERGENCY PROCEDURES 
 

http://www.sheridanschool.org/blog/
http://www.sheridanschool.org/blog/


Brian Hewlett, Director of Technology was on hand to review Emergency Procedures and the upcoming 
Emergency Safe House Drill. 
 
1.  October 5 there will be a Safe House Drill for the entire school. Just like a fire alarm is practiced during 
the year, so is the Safe House Drill. This drill would be used in the event that the school became unsafe for 
the children to return. They would be relocated and dismissed from there appropriate safe house. This 
procedure was created after 9/11 and the reciprocal safe houses are Franklin Montessori School (4473 
Connecticut Ave NW) and St. Paul's Lutheran Church (4900 Connecticut Ave NW). Please note that if your 
child is in K-4, you will be picking your child up at Franklin Montessori and 5-8 will be picked up at St. Paul's. 
Should your child be in aftercare, the aftercare staff will walk them back from their Safe House to the school 
and you can pick them up as usual. On the day of the drill, the school will be evacuated, teachers will take 
attendance to ensure all children have left the building than walk to their appropriate building. Once there, 
attendance will be taken again then the children can be dismissed. This drill is done during the normal 
assembly time for the children.  
 
2.  In the event that any emergency procedure would need to be implemented, Sheridan will use the Parent 
Notification system. This system is tested throughout the year when alerts are sent to remind you of any 
upcoming holiday or closing. The contact information that populates this Parent Notification system is 
obtained from TADS. Keep this in mind when completing your TADS each year and remember to update 
that when and if anything changes.  
 
 
FUTURE PA MEETINGS 
 
Mark your calendar for our next, and future meetings. There will be PA meetings on the third Tuesday of 
every month at 8:30am, held in the WR. Come stop by for as little or as long as you are able and get a free 
cup of coffee to start your morning. 
 
If you want to contact the PA directly, please feel free to send an email to SheridanPA@sheridanschool.org 
 
We look forward to seeing you all on Tuesday, October 18 for the next meeting! 
 


